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History of Kamanza Cho-ie and its Restoration
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The "Kamanza" literally means the "Founders' Guild," craftsman group producing pots, kettles and a wide range of farm
and industrial tools, which was formed around the end of 8th century when Japan's capital was moved from Nara to Kyoto.

This particular Machiya expresses the culture of the urban merchant class and traditional lifestyles of work and business.
It was long occupied by a merchant with the trade mark of "axe ("Ono" in Japanese)" until the late 19th century when this
building was donated to the Kamanza town community and called Cho-ie thereafter.

This Kamanza Cho-ie has typical architectural elements such as narrow inner corridor, called a tori-niwa, which
connects the front and back of the Machiya with the kitchen in between. And above the kitchen is a Hibukuro ventilation
opening that allows heat and cooking fumes to escape. In restoration, every effort was made to revitalize such traditional
architectural elements which skillfully introduce light, air and greenery to the interior living space.

The restoration of the “Cho-ie” machiya first began with the removal of a variety of veneer panels and cloth-covered
walls. After conducting several surveys with our fellow laborers, the restoration of this machiya began to take shape.

The following year, we also discovered a variety of previous renovations including an enlarged 10-mat room on the
second floor and a 3-mat extension to the main room on the first floor. We also discovered that, due to the higher
elevation of the property to the east, extensive rain damage to that portion of “Cho-ie” would require raising and repairing
nearly every post on that side of the house. Actual renovations commenced with the insertion of an old granite foundation
stone, which established the level for the rest of the building.

Following this, warped and broken beams were either repaired or replaced and walls re-plastered. The large 10-mat
room was left intact and the smoke shaft above the passage way restored.

The front room was then lowered to its original ground level and re-tamped. Also, the back garden was expanded and
toilets were added along the back end of the passageway.

The facade including the upstairs “mushiko” lattice window, the downstairs “koshi” lattice window, the suspended eave
beam, the “ichimonji” tiles and lapped wall boards were then restored.
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*ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ% structural repair
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adjusting posts level
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putting on retrofitted post & beam on new CB foundation
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retrofitted post & beam adding support beam & post
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repaired beam & support post setting new floor structure
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l \j‘ DEE L, wall raising of detached storage room
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weaving bamboo wattle and
scorched ceder boards
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daubing bamboo wattle substrate plastering of clay lattice window
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vestigial mortise of makukake
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restoration
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plastering clay lattice window
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complimentary repair of neighbor house
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garden landscaping
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metal work
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setting stone basin
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setting tea fire place
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kamo river stone terrace
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kyoto-style drain spout
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clay lattice window &
horizontal drain
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transplanting Nomura dwarf maple
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